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Time for an Update
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Hello, a lot has happened since our last newsletter went out in 2008. Have a read of this one and please pray for CFS which is still a fragile little church, just 6 years old. 
We have become a church that is a network of ten groups meeting weekly in homes with various activities across the network including holidays, events and a monthly gathering. We continue our pattern of not having a Sunday service.
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It’s not always easy to explain the nature of CFS. At the heart of her is not a number of groups, or the lack of a Sunday service, it is the values we hold to which makes us who we are. At this point we could give you a neat list of the values but rather than that, try this…  
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Phil is on placement with CFS this summer as a trainee Baptist minister from Regents College, Oxford. We asked him to keep a video diary of his impressions and experiences of CFS as he shadowed me around town. The video does a good job of capturing who we are. See it at  www.churchfromscratch.org 
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Thanks for the support and encouragement, Peter and all CFS
Shared Space, Social Enterprise
The plan is to set up a charity; employ a project manager; lease a shop premises in the centre of town; and then finally to share it with Southend. Progress has been frustratingly slow, but we plan to open a place where the most marginalised can partner with us in bringing good to the town.  We see the premises having three areas of activity: a retail space which will include the sale of donated goods; a social space to build relationships with those we are working with; and a project space for us and partner organisations to run workshops and activities.  We are grateful for support received as Eastern Baptist Association Church of the Year and a grant from the Department of Health. Next steps: find the premises and appoint staff.
Lucas & Catherine Engaged

The story is that they met after becoming involved in our cluster of groups that meet on Monday nights. Their wedding in September will be the second marriage of two Church from Scratchers.  A special day indeed.

Holiday with the homeless
A friendship has developed with Westcliff Homeless centre over the last 6 years. We are currently holding sign language classes there and have just completed the latest in a series of makeovers of part of their premises. In September 8 women and men from the homeless centre and 8 of CFS are going camping to Forge Wood in Sussex.  CFS has the tents and a great location for wood-camping, and everyone likes a holiday, so...
New leader wanted 

Plans are progressing to appoint a second Baptist minister to lead CFS. The person will work alongside the existing leader, Peter Dominey. This was beyond the reach of CFS until a generous grant was awarded by the Baptist Home Mission Fund alongside existing support from Leigh Road and Westcliff Baptist Churches.  We face significant financial issues due to the high percentage of CFS unable to work and living on benefits. There is still a gap in the figures but with faith it is doable. Baptist churches often invite a candidate to “preach with a squint” and then “a view”. Without Sunday services, CFS has been coming up with other ways for the candidate and church to meet.
New home for the monthly gathering
Since the church started we have gathered together once a month. The monthly gathering recently relocated to Centre Place Community Centre on the Kursaal Estate, Southend. The new venue is better placed for those in the church without cars. Over the years we have used venues including Balmoral Community Centre Westcliff, Eastwood Community Centre, The Stables Leigh, Leigh Adult Community College, and Coleman Street Community Centre.
Possilpark, Glasgow
Dave and Emma MacIntosh were with CFS before moving to Glasgow to join a church planting team. In October agroup os CFS goes to Glasgow to cheer them on and to practically help by decorating for local residents and joining in other activities.
Church Planting
Once the second CFS leader is in post we plan to partner with other churches and people to facilitate church planting in the region, rather than simply attempting to plant a single church ourselves. We will give half Peter’s time, people and resources to play our part in this. Here are a few of the many places with little Christian presence that would benefit from evangelistic church planting: the new College and University in Southend with over 10,000 students;  Purfleet as it more than doubles in size through house building; Tilbury with little Christian witness; rural locations in Essex, and on and on and on...   

The fruit of an apple seed can be an apple tree but why not an orchard?
News of CFS, July 2009                                                                        Page 2





News of CFS


July 2009





www.churchfromscratch.org   01702 668477





Some plans for 2009/10





Appoint full-time minister to develop and strengthen existing church.





Start reconfiguring so half of Peter Dominey’s and other peoples time is given to facilitate church planting with partner churches. �


Start a social enterprise in Southend called Shared Space to work with marginalised people





The year started with the baptisms of Chris, Mandy and Nicky. The photo shows “the cutting of the cake”.  Could this be a new church tradition?


See the baptism video on the website.











A small weekly children’s work is developing with three age groups. Thanks to Clarence Road Baptist Church for use of their premises on Friday nights








Picture from men’s camping trip to Forge Wood, May 2009.




















Siobhan was baptised in the sea at the end of June. Initially she simply became involved in the church to interpret for Chris who is deaf. With time God did his thing and she wanted to be baptised. Girls’ Brigade officers from West Leigh Baptist Church joined in baptising Siobhan as she helps there.









