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	Promise, power and purpose                       I Week 1 of 3
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Kit list:

· Provided
· Bibles in each location

· Resource sheets

· Not provided
· A small amount of something nice to eat:  a chocolate or a sweet
· A piece of flipchart paper and some pens

· Internet access for:  Tim Hughes Consuming fire:  there must be more than this http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCXh70eHSw4 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Over food…. (10mins)
· Say:  We have just had 6 weeks without our usual resources, intended to give us space to find practical ways to share Jesus with people we know (or would like to get to know).   

· How did we get on? 

· What have we learned by doing what we did?

· How can we continue these practical ways we have enjoyed of sharing Jesus outside our group?

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
News and catch-up (5mins)
· Forge Wood:  Did anyone from this group go to Forge Wood this past weekend?  How did it go?
· 10 June 2012 Girls Weekend Reunion As discussed at the end of CFS Girls weekend 2012, we are having a reunion! It doesn't matter if you were at the girls weekend in body or just spirit. If you are a woman and part of Church From Scratch you are invited to come along on 10th June from 7pm for a BBQ. For more info speak to Rachel (07891 979189)

· Summer Camp 13-15 July:  if you haven’t yet book, please do so now.  We can help with tents and transport!  Contact Nikki on 07704 195199
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Warm up (10 mins)
· Ask:  Have you ever been promised something that you really wanted? A present?  A treat?  A promotion?  How did it feel to receive the promise?  Was the promise kept?
· Say:  we need a volunteer who is willing to trust us, even though they won’t be able to see what the rest of us will be doing!
· Note to leaders:   choose a non-diabetic!

· Ask the volunteer to close their eyes and to trust the group to do something nice for them.

· Say:  “We promise we only want to do something nice. Do you trust us?”   If they say yes, carry on;  if no, ask them how you can earn their trust.

· When you have their trust, ask the volunteer to stick out their tongue and place a sweet or chocolate on it.

· Invite the volunteer to open their eyes and eat the sweet.

· Ask the volunteer:  How did it feel having to trust other group members?

· Ask everyone:  If we make a promise, how important is it to us that we keep our word?  What part does trust play in how seriously we respond to promises made to us?  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Exploring about the Holy Spirit (30 mins) 

· Say:   Next Sunday is Pentecost, a Jewish festival which is sometimes called the birthday of the Church.  It was at Pentecost – shortly after the first Easter – that God really got his church started.   For Christians, Pentecost is all about God’s gift of the Holy Spirit.

· Read these three short Bible passages   John 16: 5-7;   John 20: 19-22 and Acts 1:4  This sets the scene for what will follow in the next two weeks
· Say:  Jesus promised several times to the disciples that he would send the Holy Spirit. The disciples are gathered together in a room just after the death and resurrection of Jesus.  And then, amazingly, Jesus is right there among them!  He gives them his peace and then breathes on them and says “receive the Holy Spirit.”  Some days later, Jesus tells his friends to wait together for the promised Holy Spirit.

· Ask in 2s and 3s:  if you had to explain to someone outside the church who the Holy Spirit is, what would you say?

· Feedback what people would say.  What stands out as really helpful?

· Say:  Actually, the Holy Spirit is not at all easy to understand (should anything about God be easy to grasp for us human beings?).  We find Him all over the Bible in various ways, usually described by what He is doing.

· Hand out the cut-up parts from Resource sheet 1, getting group members to look them up in the Bible and then to read them aloud in turn. As each one is read, what do we learn about the Holy Spirit?
· Write on the paper what we discover about the Spirit and then, when finished, read aloud what is written there.
· Prompt for leaders:  

· John 16: 13    Spirit of Truth who guides us into truth 

· Acts 13: 2    A person who steers and directs both the church and Christians

· Romans 8: 1-2   Spirit of life who sets us free from sin and death

· Romans 8: 14 and 16   Those who are led by the Spirit are children / heirs of God

· Romans 8: 26   He knows us just as we are and prays for us

· Ephesians 1: 13-14   The guarantee of our inheritance from God

· 2 Corinthians 3: 16-18   Freedom  to be transformed to be like God

· In 2s and 3s:  have another go at ‘explaining’ who the Spirit is in the light of what you have read.

· Say:  when we look at what the bible teaches about the promised Holy Spirit, we find that he is a person, part of God himself, promised to us as a gift by Jesus. He both helps us to live as followers of Jesus and he transforms us to be like Jesus.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Response: (15 mins)
· Say: Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit so that we have God with us at all times and in all places, transforming us by re-writing our DNA to be God’s DNA. He gives us the ability, courage and power to live as Jesus’ people.  Because it was Jesus who promised, we can trust that he will do what he says and that it will be good.
· Read aloud:  Luke 11: 11-13  11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
· Ask:   Is there more of God for us to have?   Let’s explore this in the words of a song…
· Play:  Tim Hughes’ song Consuming fire:  there must be more than this. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCXh70eHSw4 The lyrics are on screen or at resource sheet 2.
· Say:  that as we think on these things over the next week, we will find we want more of God in our lives, through the promised Holy Spirit. 
· Pray for one another in 2s and 3s
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To think about over the next 7 days: 
Someone once said that we have as much of God right now as we really want (since he is always willing to give more of His Spirit to those who want/ask).  How much more of God would you like?

Note to leaders:  text your group after 2-3 days to remind them of this question. 

Resource sheet 1:    Finding out about the Holy Spirit from the Bible
There are many Bible verses that speak about the person and character of the Holy Spirit.  Here are just a few, all taken from the New Testament (though there are plenty in the OT too).  Look them up, read them aloud and see what you think they tell your group about who he is.

John 16: 13

Acts 13: 2
Romans 8: 1-2
Romans 8: 14 and 16 
Romans 8: 26
Ephesians 1: 13-14
2 Corinthians 3: 16-18
Resource sheet 2 – lyrics for Tim Hughes’ song: Consuming fire
There must be more than this
O breath of God, come breath within
There must be more than this
Spirit of God we wait for You
Fill us anew we pray, Fill us anew we pray
Consuming fire fan into flame
A passion for Your name
Spirit of God fall in this place
Lord have Your way, Lord have Your way 
With us


Come like a rushing wind
Clothe us with power from on high
Now set the captives free
Leave us abandoned to Your praise
Lord let Your glory fall, Lord let Your glory fall
Consuming fire, fan into flame
A passion for Your name

Spirit of God, fall in this place
Lord have Your way, Lord have Your way 
With us
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There must be more than this
O breath of God, come breath within
There must be more than this
Spirit of God we wait for You
Fill us anew we pray, Fill us anew we pray
Consuming fire fan into flame
A passion for Your name
Spirit of God fall in this place
Lord have Your way, Lord have Your way 
With us


Come like a rushing wind
Clothe us with power from on high
Now set the captives free
Leave us abandoned to Your praise
Lord let Your glory fall, Lord let Your glory fall
Consuming fire, fan into flame
A passion for Your name

Spirit of God, fall in this place
Lord have Your way, Lord have Your way 
With us
There must be more than this
O breath of God, come breath within
There must be more than this
Spirit of God we wait for You
Fill us anew we pray, Fill us anew we pray
Consuming fire fan into flame
A passion for Your name
Spirit of God fall in this place
Lord have Your way, Lord have Your way 
With us


Come like a rushing wind
Clothe us with power from on high
Now set the captives free
Leave us abandoned to Your praise
Lord let Your glory fall, Lord let Your glory fall
Consuming fire, fan into flame
A passion for Your name

Spirit of God, fall in this place
Lord have Your way, Lord have Your way 
With us

There must be more than this
O breath of God, come breath within
There must be more than this
Spirit of God we wait for You
Fill us anew we pray, Fill us anew we pray
Consuming fire fan into flame
A passion for Your name
Spirit of God fall in this place
Lord have Your way, Lord have Your way 
With us


Come like a rushing wind
Clothe us with power from on high
Now set the captives free
Leave us abandoned to Your praise
Lord let Your glory fall, Lord let Your glory fall
Consuming fire, fan into flame
A passion for Your name

Spirit of God, fall in this place
Lord have Your way, Lord have Your way 
With us

Series aim:  To explore who The Holy Spirit is and to seek more of God’s promised power and purpose in how we live.   


Week 1 key teaching points:  Jesus promised that he would send the Holy Spirit.  We can trust Jesus to give us something life-changing. How much of God do we want?

















