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Kit List:
· Not provided 
· Enough copies of resource sheets 1, 2, 3
· Music if required on CD, guitar etc for the meditation/response time
· Provided
· A separate values game as a download or more easily for you get a pre-printed set from CFS
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Ice Breaker

· As a group try and remember the wedding vows. 
Say the first part underlined in bold and then someone says a next single word, someone else the next word and so on...

· I, [NAME], take thee, [NAME], to my wedded wife/husband.
To have and to hold from this day forward, for better, for worse, 
for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health.
To love and to cherish, till death us do part.
According to God's holy law, and thereto I give thee my troth.
· Make the point: when something is really important you want to commit to it. When someone is really important you want to commit to them.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Introduction: explaining partnership 
· Comment: 


· As a church we journey together. When we start to follow Jesus and serve in his world we value the fact that we can do this in partnership with others. We invite all to make commitments t commitments and so become Partners for the year ahead.


· These commitments are first to Jesus and then to each other and the world. 


· And they involve living out the values of CFS together so that if life and church are easy and fun or tough and hard we know we can depend on  come rain on shine they will be there for others and be supported. No matter how hard things are for us there is always opportunity to affect people around us in a positive way. We are called to show love of God.


· Hand out copies of resource sheet 1 for the three commitments we make to each other. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Living out the values together

·  Comment: These values are built on the teachings of Jesus. Through the year we live out the values together. Partnership isn’t a commitment you make and forget it is a way to live and grow.

· Play the values game: see separate download for the CFS values game cards or more easily get a pre-printed set. 


· Question after finishing playing:

· Hand out the printed sheet of the full values on which the game is built
resource sheet 2. 
Ask for any comments

· Qu: Can you see how living out the values in partnership together is different to becoming a “member” of a church?


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
FAQ’s (cover these things as needed to give clear understanding)
· Qu: What questions do you have about becoming a partner?

Notes:
· When can I become a Partner?
At any time in the year. And we invite all to consider being partner for the year in Jan/Feb of each year at the special monthly gathering or if you can’t get there let someone know you are making the Partnership commitment.


· Can I be a member of another church and a Partner in CFS?
Not usually as partnership is making CFS your spiritual home for the year ahead

· How long is partnership for?
We commit for a year at a time

· Are there any other responsibilities of being a partner in CFS alongside the ones above?

· The Partners have the final responsibility in big church decisions. These include the budget and appointing the main leaders.
· In becoming a Partner you are opening you are saying you want to join in and that would normally include considering how your time, finances and gifting can be made available in the church through regularly giving these. 

· What difference will partnership make?
If you live out the commitments your life will be transformed

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Meditation and Response
Here are a few ideas:

· Suggested songs on resource sheet 3
· Fashion some prayers around the three commitments

· People take a values playing card or a question card and use these to inspire them to pray.

Resource sheet 1

Want live the life of missional discipleship with others in CFS in the year ahead?  Do this by partnering with others, commit to being a CFS Partner?

This is the Partnership promise we make to Jesus, each other and the world as we live out the CFS values together in the year ahead…
I commit to Jesus 
Responding to your love; I come into relationship with you.
You are my Lord.  You are my saviour.  I will be a mini-Jesus.


I commit to the people of Church from Scratch
I will be family with you as God is family.
I will live out our values in Partnership with you which are:

      We value Jesus at the Centre
      We value building community
      We value all people
      We value living life to the full

Please get involved in my life as I get involved in yours. I need encouraging
supporting and challenging as I also do that for you. 
I will share with you.

We commit to our neighbours in the world.
We will join in with Jesus and go out in his love to strangers and friends, 
enemies and those on the edge of society.
We want to be good news with you as we get to know you.
Resource sheet 2
What we value as CFS
Everyone knows the words go through a stick of rock. They're not just printed on the ends. So, if you cut Church from Scratch through the middle what would you see? What is it that makes CFS tick? What are our values?

They are desperately important to us; we try to live them out in our lives.

We value Jesus at the Centre: doing it his way; changing as we follow him deeper; relying on him; recognising we're a little bit of his world wide church; realising Jesus' Spirit is at work now.


We value Building Community: building real and loving relationships as we rely on each other; growing up in faith together; giving our community away to others.


We value All people: moving wider to all; encouraging participation by all; standing up with those who need us.


We value Living life to the full: finding Jesus in all parts of life; holding on to faith as we take risks; helping each other to grow into the full and unique people God wants.
Resource sheet 3

By your side I would stay 
In Your arms I would lay 
Jesus lover of my soul 
Nothing from You I withhold 

Lord I love You and adore You 
What more can I say?
You cause my love to grow stronger 
With every passing day 
Noel Richards© 2002 Mercy Publishing

Day after day, I'll search to find You;

Day after day, I'll wait for You.

The deeper I go, the more I love Your name.

So keep my heart pure,

And my ways true,

As I follow You.

Keep me humble,

I'll stay mindful of Your mercies, Lord.

I'll cherish Your word,

I'll seek Your presence,

I'll chase after You with all I have.

As one day I know 

I'll see You face to face.
Tim Hughes © 2001 Thankyou Music 
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Week 1:  	Becoming a Partner in CFS


Aim:    		To explore how you can belong to and join in with CFS through Partnership








